Jake Bussey—One of La Porte’s Early Cowhoys

‘ x rlﬂl rodeo season upon us, it 1s only
right that we visit the memory of a man

that helped shape the lives of many
youths in the La Porte area, Mr. Jake Bussey. Born
in Oklahoma in 1908, he came to the Houston area
looking for work during World War I, and found
it in the La Porte shipyards as a welding instructor
n 1942 Just a year later he was mstrumental in
organizing the first rodeo at Sylvan Beach, and in
the process raised more than $300 for La Porte’s
Chamber of Commerce.

Shortly after the war he was “drafted” into the po-
sition of sheriff’s deputy. He wasn’t really interested
in the job, but told the guys that if they got enough
signatures on a petition he would take it, and so
they did - and he was perfect for the job. He began
the job living with Fred Buff, La Porte’s mayor at
the time. He soon learned what many of usin La
Porte know is still true today. . “everyone was kin
to everyone else so I never did say anything about
anyone.”

Realizing he had attracted countywide attention
for his work in law enforcement, in 1950 he decided
to run for Constable of Precinct 8 and won against
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Jake Bussey was a sheriff’s deputy and a
county constable, but his true love was rodeos.

three other opponents. He began that position as a
lone ranger all by himself — serving all the crimi-
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nal and civil papers in the laree
precinct. Five vears later be was
given three deputies and A secre-
tary as the area grew rapidly.

M. Bussey had a special
ahility tounderstand kids and
the problems they faced in those
days, and was always quick i
help themn o of 3 jam by st
“talking i through ™ Take was
alzo kmown for always having a
micke] for ammy kid he happenad
o come upoi. Many folks in
La Porte today have memonies
of their nin-ins with Constable
Bussey — those memories are of-
ten recowmied with a erin and the
remembering of a quick lechre,
followed by him cutting them
loose to get on with their business
of being omery kids.

The more seTious side of his
J0b had him condfiscating a gum
stash headed for Cuba, an event
which esubied ina Tl 5. Treaamy
Department commendation.

He also escaped many close
calls with crimyinals, mchadimg a
fight with a man who jammed
stiomach. When the man pulled
the migger the pum misfited. an
entirely to the prace of God He
himself had a gum “ust i case.”
Tt rarely carmied it He said be
wasn't a fan of puns, but knew
that having one close by was just
3 SImart practice in his profession.

He muly loved his job and
Was passionate about # Inan
imterviess held in his eardy s,
Mr. Bussey said that be had no
Tegrets about his lifs-long career
a5 & Texas law man. He loved
his towm of La Poree and a1l of
its regidents, who he 0
as “moy people” He was elecied
constable of Precinet £ every foux
vears, unopposed wuntil be refined
in 1982, which allowed him to
see the kids that he had coumseled
have grandchildren of their own.

A small sanpling of M.
Bussey's confriitions to sockety
incinde: a lifetime member of
the Housion Livesiock Show and
Raodeo Association, the Pasadena
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Fodeo Association and the Ta
Porie Livestock Show and Rodeo
Association. His commitment (o
the La Porte rodecs also led him
o become a charter member of
the Constable’s Canilemen's Asso-
ciation. He was also an honorary
member of the Deer Park Riding
Chub and Pasadena Miouneed
Police Association. Jake never
miissed coming into Houston as a
lowal nider of the Sak Grass Trail
Ride.

His accolades in law en-
fomement inchide a life time
membership in the Fustice of the
Peace and Constable Associaton
of Tiexas. He helped to fomm the
Bayshore Peace Oificers As-
sociation. He was also cited by
the Civil Defense authorities of
Harris Coumiy for his service and
in 1961

Some of wou may not know
that W Bussey was a longtime
member of various conmmnity
orzanizations nchuding beine a
33 degres Past Master Mason
and Past Master of | a Porie
Lodge #857 AF & AM, Shriner,
Elk, Odd Felloww, Glad Handlers
Chub, La Porte Rotary, a life
mernber of Honorary Eagles,
Arabian Enjghts of the Shrine,
and a formeT president of the San
the La Porte Bavshore Shrine
Chub.

His larger than life persona
was no doubt increased by his
6-fiooi-53-inch stamire, but many
will agree that his quick wit,
and his insistence that every-
one be treated with the same
amount of respect have eamed
him a bit of Texas lawman

children; Colleen Ineram, Tom-
Earen “Cookie’™ Walker. At his
death in Febnuary 22 1996, he
also had 16 grandchildren and six
great grandchilden.

When vou are out on the trail
this season, tip your hat and give
anod o Jake. . be loved his
modecs mmich as anvone.
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